
North Carolina APBA Baseball League  

REGISTER 
An Official Publication of the NCABL - Established 1992 

 

Vol. 7, No. 6      Shake, Rattle and Roll                      January 28, 1999 

 

Things Shakeup in the Managerial Ranks; 
NCABL Takes a New AIM  
   It seems at times the only thing that’s constant is 
change.  Such is the case in the NCABL as three new 
managers join the fold.  Last month we lost Scott Parks 
and Chuck Bennett to other time commitments.  This 
month Frank Lentine resigned as his search for a new 
job took him to college, and Chuck’s replacement Bob 
Moore decided the league was not a good fit for him.  In 
other off-field happenings, we have voted to use AIM 
beginning with the 1974 season. Read more about these 
changes later in the newsletter. 
 

NL News and Notes - Rattlers on a Roll 
   Wisconsin’s Timber Rattlers set out this year to defend 
their NL East title and make their first trip to the World 
Series.  After years of patient building, the development 
of Nolan Ryan and Cesar Cedeno and a trade here and 
there have made the Rattlers one of the league’s elite 
teams.  But a poor October (9-14) put Wisconsin in the 
hole, looking up at Ohio, Louisville and Mechanicsburg.  
Steadily climbing during November and December, the 
Rattlers made their move in January with a 17-7 month, 
good enough for 2

nd
 place and only 7 ½ out of first place.  

Cesar Cedeno, Bobby Murcer and Ron Santo are 
starting to hit.  Don Sutton (11-6, 1.66), Ron Bryant (14-
2, 2.40) and John Hiller (16 saves) have carried the 
pitching load. 
   Mechanicsburg, the team Wisconsin is chasing, also 
registered a 17-7 month.  Tito Fuentes (.382 for January) 
and Ed Brinkman (21 game hit streak, 20 RBI) were the 
hitting stars the month.  Willie Stargell cooled down a bit 
and the gap between he and Henry Aaron in the HR race 
has widened greatly.  Ohio is sitting in position for the 
final playoff spot, 2 games behind Wisconsin.  Louisville 

is just a game behind Ohio, making the NL East race 
one to watch.  In the West, Knarro’s lead has stretched 
to 12 ½ games as no other team has a winning record. 
 

AL News and Notes 
   As is the case in the NL, there’s quite a battle going on 
in the East.  Berwyn checked in with the division’s best 
mark at 17-7.  The Barons picked up three games on 
both division leader Hopewell (½ game lead) and 
Ridgewood (2 games out of first).  Joe Torre hit .405 for 
the month and Claude Osteen threw three shutouts.  
   Hopewell’s no-name gang continues to roll, led by 
Dave May (.330, 16, 51) and Darrell Evans (.292, 22, 
65).  In January Ron Fairly contributed quite a bit, hitting 
.373 with 23 RBI.  Ridgewood was dealt some bad news 
when first baseman Dick Allen was lost for the remainder 
of the regular season.  Allen is among the leaders in both 
HR and RBI.  Hal Breeden and Ed Goodson are slated to 
take his place. 
   In the West we save the best for last.  Cooperstown 
posted an 18-6 record and increased their lead by 3 
games over Montgomery.  Solid pitching is the Cards’ 
trademark, as Gaylord Perry (16-5), Joe Coleman (13-6) 
and Phil Niekro (12-8) are this year’s top starting trio.   
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January Team Reports 
 
From Ohio: 

   Flatbush   - An error by Steve Brye 
gave Ohio an unearned run and broke 
up a pitcher’s duel between Ohio’s 
Brent Strom and Flatbush’s Doyle 
Alexander (Ohio 2-1).  Down 5-4 in 7th 
inning of game #2, Cookie Rojas HR’d 
and Oscar Gamble delivered a 2-run 
double to give the Buckeyes a 7-5 
come-from-behind win.  A pinch single 
by Ron Hodges in the 11th inning won 
game #3 for Flatbush, 3-2.  Oscar 
Gamble went 7 for 13 and was the 
hitting star of the series. 
   Monmouth  - Carlos May knocked in 
3 runs (2 ona HR) to back Wilbur 
Wood’s strong pitching performance as 
Monmouth takes game #1, 4-2.  
Monmouth’s Dave Parker HR’d in the 
9th of game #2 tying the game 2-2, 
but Ohio won it in the 10th on a single 
by Lee May.  (Don Baylor was injured 
in the 1st inning and had to leave the 
game.)  A pinch single by Tommy 
Davis in the 7th inning of game #3 
gives Ohio another win, 2-1.   Jerry 
Reuss went the distance in this one for 
the Buckeyes.  
   Hopewell  - Hopewell wins 2 games 
pretty convincingly (5-1 and 9-1).  
Darell Evans (6 for 8) and Dave May (5 
for 10) paced the Durchmen attack in 
these two victories.  Ross Grimsley and 
Alan Foster both pitched 6-hit CGs for 
Hopewell.  In Ohio’s only win, the 
Buckeyes broke open a 0-0 tie with 3 
runs in the 7th (pinch triple by Lee May 
being the key hit of the rally).  
   Berwyn  - Berwyn hands Ohio their 
first sweep loss of the season.  A single 
in the 10th by Don Money gives Barons 
game #1, 3-2.  Game #2 was a total 
wipeout:  Berwyn 16-0 on 26 hits while 
Bill Singer gave up only 2 hits.  Joe 
Torre, Bob Boone, and Roger Metzger 
all 4 hits in the game (Don Money, Bob 
Watson, and Bill Singer had 3 hits 
each).  GW single by Metzger in 7th 
gave Berwyn a 2-1 win in game #3 
and the sweep. 
 
From Mechanicsburg: 

   Snowflake - Rookie J. R. Richard 
hooked up with Sonny Siebert to open 
the series, but neither lasted very long.  
Reggie’s Smith’s grand slam HR put 
the Flash up 7-2 in the opener, but the 
Giants fought back. Doubles from 
Brock and Carew led to a 5 run inning 

and a tie game at 7-7.  In the 7th 
Stargell and Bonds hit back-to-back HR 
for a 9-7 win.  Hernandez picked up 
the save.  Oliver’s 2 run HR and a pair 
of RBI singles by Fuentes gave the 
Flash a 5-0 lead after 3, but again 
Snowflake came back.  A 2 run HR by 
Holt, 2 run double by Spikes, a Carew 
triple and Toby Harrah’s squeeze bunt 
put the Giants on top 6-5.  Lou Brock 
saved the game in the 8th when he 
threw pinch runner Tony Taylor out at 
the plate!  The Giants closed the series 
with another 6-5 win.  Unlikely 
sluggers Ken Reitz and Ed Brinkman 
homered and Stargell’s 5th inning HR 
gave Mechanicsburg a 5-4 lead.  
Spikes’ HR tied the game in the 6th.  
Onto the 9th, Brock singled in Popovich 
to take a 6-5 lead.  With 2 out in the 
bottom of the 9th, Oliver on 1st, Stargell 
sends a blast to the wall in CF, only to 
have Jerry Morales rob him for the 
final out of the game! 
 
   Ridgewood - Dave McNally shut 
down the home team for a 6-3 win.  A 
four run 4th won it for the Reds.  Dave 
Roberts continued to pitch well as he 
won game 2 by a 9-4 score.  Buddy 
Bell drove in 3 runs with a triple and a 
HR. In the final game, Freddy Norman 
dominated with a 3-0 shutout of the 
Flash.  Ray Fosse blasted a 2 run HR in 
the 2nd.  The Reds took the series 2 
games to 1. 
   Winchester - A wild game broke out 
in the opener.  A couple of scratch 
runs and Jim Wynn’s HR gave the 
Rifles a 3-0 lead after 2 1/2.  Stargell’s 
2 run double in the 3rd was answered 
by Garvey’s 2 run triple in the 5th, 
maintaining a 3 run lead at 5-2.  
Stargell homered in the bottom of the 
5th, 5-3.  Ed Brinkman (who had a 21 
game hit streak broken this month!) 
doubled in a pair in the 6th and the 
game was tied!  Pat Bourque was 
called upon to PH in the 8th.  Mr. 
Baseball must have known something 
because Bourque lined a double into 
the RF corner, driving in Garvey for a 
6-5 lead.  In the bottom of the 8th 
Reggie Smith’s PH single answered 
Bourque to tie the game at 6.  A single 
by Chris Arnold and an error on right 
fielder Rick Miller led to the game 
winning run.  Hernandez finished the 
game for the save.  The amazing Mark 
Littell pitched 5 strong innings while 
Vida Blue went 9 but game 2 went 

extra innings and neither got a 
decision.  Sal Bando ended the game 
with a 2 run HR in the 10th.  Tom 
Seaver locked horns with Dave Roberts 
in game 3, and the score was 2-0 
Mechanicsburg after 7.  Winchester 
scored in the 8th on back to back 
doubles by Del Unser (PH) and Aurelio 
Rodriguez.  Everything blew apart in 
the 8th off Charlie Hough.  A single and 
a pair of walks loaded the bases for 
Stargell.  He doubled in two, Bonds 
singled in another, a passed ball and a 
single plated two more.  When the 
dust had settled it was 7-1 
Mechanicsburg. 
   Berwyn - Despite a mix of sleet and 
freezing rain, managers Landis and 
Elicker met for a 3 game set.  The 
Flash roughed up Bill Singer for 7 runs 
in 5.1 innings and led 7-0 after 7.  Don 
Money’s 2 run HR in the 8th made it 7-
2, then 3 in the 9th off Ken Forsch cut 
the lead to 7-5.  Hrabosky came on for 
the save.  In game 2 the Barons again 
waited until late to put anything 
together but this time it was enough 
for a 6-3 win.  Don Money and Joe 
Torre were each 3 for 5.  Homeruns by 
Stargell and Bench provided enough 
offense in the finale for a 4-3 lead.  
Good relief from Harry Parker and 
Hernandez kept the Barons in check. 
 
From Louisville: 

   Hopewell - Ken Brett for the 
Dutchmen vs. Louisville's Bill Parsons.  
The Dutchmen hold a 2 to 1 lead into 
the 9th with Brett still on the hill. Zisk 
ties the game for the birds with a 
leadoff pinch HR.  Piniella follows with 
a single, and moves to second on a 
groundout.  With 2 out light hitting 
Rennie Stennett crosses up the 
Dutchmen with a game winning single, 
the final 3-2 Louisville. Game#2 Same 
Result, 3 to 2 Louisville, Reggie 
Cleveland vs. The Birds Bert Blyleven. 
Dutchmen get solo HR from Ron Fairly 
in the first, and a RBI triple from Evans 
and lead 2 to 1 after 6 innings. 
Another pinch hit 2 run single by Tony 
Oliva puts Louisville back ahead after 
seven innings. Enter Dave Giusti who 
holds Hopewell scoreless over the final 
two innings.  Game#3 11 to 5 
Hopewell blowout. Homers by Dave 
May, Andy Kosco and Ted Simmons 
pace the 14 hit attack.  Tommy John 
goes six innings for the Dutchmen win.   
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   Berwyn - Birds jump on John Curtis 
and Dick Baney for 10 runs after 2 
innings. A four hit complete game by 
Andy Messersmith, the final 10-1 
Louisville. Game#2 Another slugfest, 
this time the Barons bust out to a 9-3 
lead after 5 innings. 4 RBI by Baron 
catcher  Bob Boone pace the 15 hit 
attack. Bill Singer hangs around for the 
victory Game #3 A close game tied 1 
to 1 after 9 innings.  Claude  Osteen 
for the Barons vs. Bert .Blyleven. Both 
pitchers go 9 innings. Jack "Roadie" 
Aker enters the game for Louisville in 
the 11th.  Singleton leads off with a 
double, And with 2 out Sparky pitches 
to Jose Cruz and gets burned with the 
game winning single. Jim Brewer gets 
the save, 2-1 Berwyn. 
   Ridgewood - Mickey Lolich vs. 
Louisville's Balor Moore. Game is tied 
3-3 after 5 innings.  Big hits by Richie 
"Dick" Allen, a RBI triple and another 
RBI single by Lolich gain the tie at that 
point. In the ninth, the Redlegs break 
it open against Mike Marshall. Joe  
Morgan's 2 run single is the big blow in 
a 3 run ninth. Forster gets the 
Ridgewood save, the final 6-3. 
Game#2 is a 2-1 extra inning thriller, 
Fred Norman for Ridgewood vs. 
Blyleven the Louisville workhorse. Ed 
Goodson delivers a pinch single in the 
tenth for the win. Norman gets the 
deserved win and Blyleven the 
undeserved loss. Game#3 Louisville 
finally wins a laugher. Bird bats clobber 
Marty Pattin and three relievers for 14 
runs and 18 hits, 3 by Rennie Stennett. 
Mel Stottlemyre gets an easy one, 14-2 
Louisville. 
   Winchester - Dick Tidrow for the 
Rifles vs. Louisville's Bill Parsons. Both 
teams score 3 in the first, the rifles 
runs unearned the result of 2 of the 4 
Louisville errors in the game. Rifles 
take 5-3 lead in the second on Freddie 
Patek's 2 run single. That score holds 
until the 8th. Tovar doubles for 
Louisville driving in 3 runs and a 
ground out plates a 4 run, putting 
Louisville ahead for good 7-5. 
Mike Marshall pitches the ninth to pick 
up the save. Game#2 Vida Blue of the 
rifles is the big story in this one. Blue 
scatters 5 hits over 8 innings in 
matching Balor Moore. The rifles get all 
4 of their runs in the ninth including 
yet another big pinch hit, a two run HR 
by Pat Bourque. Game#3 Louisville 
wins the rubber game of the series to 

split the homestand. The Rifles Tom 
Seaver is hit with 3 runs by the birds in 
the first.  Tony Oliva gets the big hit a 
2 run double. The rifles answer with 2 
in the 3rd and ties the game in the 
seventh on Rick Miller's single. In the 
bottom of the 9th Rose open with a 
triple. After 2 out Oliva bounces a 
single past  second-baseman Tommy 
Helms to end the game, 4-3 Louisville.  
 
From Knarro: 

   Montgomery - Gm1 - The Roadies, 
down 4-1 to Catfish Hunter, used a 6 
run 3rd to cruise 10-4. Earl Williams' 3 
run HR was the big bow.  Gm2 - 
Well....5 walks and 3 errors left me 
numb to what was going on! Al 
Downing of the FireAnts was throwing 
a no-no. He completed it, winning 9-0. 
It was thrilling to say the least, to 
listen to Ernie H broadcast that last 
inning! Gm3 - In and around that no-
no, the Roadies were bashing. Jim 
Perry tossed a 5 hitter to win 7-2. 
Yastrzemski had 4 RBI's as Knarro took 
advantage of a wild Steve Carlton. 
   Hopewell - Gm1 - Knarro won a 
thriller, as Jim Rooker's single capped a 
2 run outburst in the 9th to win 5-4. 
Gm2 - Tommy John won an easy one, 
6-2 to even up the series.  Gm3 - In 
the rubber match, Hopewell prevailed 
4-2. Ross Grimsley tossed a 3 hitter.  
   Flatbush - Gm1 - Boy, you give Jim 
Palmer 8 runs (okay, only 4 were 
unearned) and it should be a cakewalk, 
right? Nope, the Roadies blast Jim for 
7 runs in 6 innings, but it was all for 
naught in a Flatbush 8-7 win. Moffitt 
got the save and Bumbry went 4-5 
with 3 runs scored.  Gm2 - Knarro 
scores 7 runs again, but this time, 
Roadie pitcher Jim Rooker danced his 
way around 11 hits and K'd 11 to win 
7-1. Bill Russell had 3 RBI's and 
Rooker had 2.  Gm3 - There were no 
RBI's in this game and both teams only 
had 3 hits each. But the Bums' George 
Stone fans 10 and gets the victory, 2-
0. Jack Billingham loaded the bases on 
walks in the 2nd, and a rare 2 run 
passed ball was the culprit that allowed 
the eventual winning runs 
   Monmouth - Gm1 - This was one of 
those FRUSTRATING games. It went 
14 innings and Knarro won 4-3 after a 
Grubb triple and Duncan single. Why 
was it frustrating? After 11 innings it 
was tied up 3-3. The Militia had 4 hits, 
solo HRs by Duffy and Robertson and 

an RBI triple by Duffy the slugger. The 
Roadies had 12 hits and were leaving 
men on base all night long (17 total). 
Chris Short, a Grade '2' comes in and 
gets Yastrzemski and Mayberry with 
1st and 3rd. In the 13th Steve Stone, a 
Grade '4' gets out of a bases loaded 
NOBODY out jam. Hey, if you ain't 
gonna let me win, then, darn it, YOU 
win it, but let's do it in 9? I hate extra 
innings!!!  Gm2 - Mike Cuellar tosses a 
7-hitter and drives in 2 runs as Knarro 
coasts 6-0.  Kingman and Brown hit 
back-to-back Knarro-knockers to plate 
the first 3 runs.  Gm3 - Jim Rooker 
tosses a fine 6 hitter, as Knarro sweeps 
the Militia 3 games to none.  Rich 
Coggins was 3-3 with 2 steals, 2 runs 
scored and 2 RBIs to support Rooker's 
fine efforts.  
 
From Wyandotte: 

Cooperstown - Game 1 was your basic 
rout.  Gaylord Perry threw a 2-hit 
shutout and was backed by 4 home 
runs en route to a 10-0 whitewash.  
The Cardinal dingers were provided by 
Blomberg (2), Johnson, and Otis.  The 
roles were reversed in Game 2 as the 
Camels pounded 19 hits off of 4 
Cooperstown hurlers for a 12-4 win.  
McCovey went 5-5 with 2 HRs and 6 
RBIs and Felix Millan added 4 hits.  Cey 
finally showed some signs of life with 2 
RBI.  Barry Lersch went 7 innings for 
his 4th win.  Cooperstown struck early 
again in Game 3.  They got 4 in the 1st 
on a single by Baker and a 3 run HR by 
Rader.  Gura then settled down and 
held the Cardinals in check, but 
Coleman was outstanding.  He took a 
shutout into the 6th when a Davis 
double cut the lead to 3.  The 
Cradinals then broke it open with 3 
unearned runs in the 8th. Good thing 
for them as a tiring Coleman yielded a 
3 run HR in the 8th to Davis, but Rollie 
Fingers came in to close thing out for 
the save,  7-4. 
   Montgomery - In Game 1, Ken 
Holtzman was dominant, throwing a 2-
hitter for a 6-0 shutout.  He also 
opened the scoring with a 2 run double 
in the 2nd off Morton.  Bob Oliver 
clubbed a 2 run HR in the 3rd and 
Holtzman cruised from there. The only 
threat by Wyandotte ended when 
Ralph Garr(?) threw out a runner at 
the plate which showed the extent to 
which things were going Montgomery's 
way on this day.  Game 2 was another 
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Montgomery blowout, this time 7-2.  
Garr and Maddox had 3 hits apiece and 
Manny Sanguillen drove in 3 runs to 
highlight the Fire Ant attack.  Catfish 
Hunter took a no-hitter into the 6th 
and a shutout into the 7th.  He tired 
and allowed a couple runs (Davis HR 
and a Matthews double), but went the 
distance for the win.  If you thought 
that things couldn't get any worse; 
well, they did.  Montgomery scored 2 
in the 1st off of Ruthven and never 
looked back, creaming the Camels 13-
2 for a series sweep with a combined 
score of 26-4.  Roger Moret went 6 for 
the win and Roger Nelson pitched the 
last 3 for an easy save.  Cardenal had 
4 RBIs while the 2 Bobs (Oliver and 
Bailey) drove in 3 each.  The lone 
offensive highlight for Wyandotte was 
what will probably be one of the last 
home runs of Willie Mays' historic 
career. 
   Flatbush - Wyandotte flexed it home 
run muscle early in Game 1 off Blue 
Moon Odom.  Horton (3-run) and Cey 
went back-to-back to stake Larry Gura 
to a quick 4-0 lead.  Gura took a 
shutout into the 7th before Hendrick's 
HR ended it.  Gura tired in the 8th and 
Sosa came on to quell a bases-loaded 
threat. Speier then iced things with a 
3-run shot in the bottom half, his first 
of the season.  Sosa closed it out for 
another save.  Game 2 saw Carl 
Morton's season-long battle with the 
long ball continue.  In a pitching duel 
with Jim Palmer, one can afford few, if 
any, mistakes.  Morton made one big 
one, a hanging slider in the 3rd that 
Tony Perez deposited into the left-field 
seats for a 2-0 Flatbush lead.  
Wyandotte didn't mount a threat 
against Palmer until the 8th when they 
loaded the bases with nobody out.  
Matthews drove in 1 with on a fielder’s 
choice, but the crafty right-hander 
retired Millan and McCovey without 
further damage and closed out a 2-1 
win.  Game 3 was a seesaw thriller.  
After Frank Robby singled for a 1-0 
lead in the Flatbush 1st, Horton 
countered with a 2 run HR in the 
bottom half.  Collucio had an RBI, but 
Perez and Robinson matched it in the 
3rd and it was 3-3.  Maxvill lifted a SF 
for a 4-3 lead after 4, but Horton's 3 
run HR in the 5th made it 6-4 
Wyandotte.  Into the 8th went Rudy 
May, but he tired and George Hendrick 
stroked a grand slam for an 8-6 lead. 

Manager Conley let an obviously tired 
Torrez start the 9th and he allowed a 
run before Moffitt was summoned.  
McCovey then tied it with a SF and Ron 
Cey was the hero with a 2 out, 2 run 
HR to win it, 10-8.  Elias Sosa picked 
up his 8th win in relief. 
   Monmouth - Game 1 belonged to 
Wilbur Wood as the ex-Camel (on 
paper only) fashioned a 2-hit shutout 
for a 2-0 victory.  The Militia runs 
scored on an infield hit by Wayne 
Garrett in the 2nd and a Tin Johnson 
single in the 6th.  Dick Ruthven pitched 
a fine complete game in defeat, but 
took the hard-luck loss.  Jim Colborn 
made it back-to-back shutouts with an 
11-0 whitewash in Game 2. Monmouth 
ripped Barry Lersch for 6 in the 2nd, 
capped by a 3 run HR by Baylor.  Just 
for good measure, Big Don added 
another 3-run tater in the 4th to send 
Lersch to the showers.  Colborn 
cruised to the victory, allowing just 5 
hits and 2 walks.  The home finale for 
the month was a matchup of lefties 
Gura and Splitorff and both pitchers 
were "on".  The Camels finally scored 
as Millan and Gura himself drove in 
runs with singles in the 1st and 2nd for 
an early 2-0 lead.  The gap narrowed 
in the 4th when Willie Davis committed 
his 1st error of the year, a 4-base job 
allowing Garrett to circle the bases.  
There were no serious threats after 
that and Sosa came in to save the 2-1 
Wyandotte win. 
 
From South Shore: 

   Brooklyn Center - Game 1 saw South 
Shore commit 4 errors that lead to 2 
unearned runs as Brooklyn Center took 
a 2-1 win.  "Sudden" Sam McDowell 
got a rare start for South Shore and 
hurled a complete game allowing no 
earned runs on only 5 singles and 
whiffed 12 but still got the loss.  
Brooklyn Center wins game two 5-3 
behind the strong starting pitching of 
Steve Renko and the fine relieving of 
Ray Corbin and Cy Acosta.  Clyde 
Wright goes 8 strong innings allowing 
only 1 run on 4 hits as South Shore 
salvages the final game by a 2-1 
margin.  Fred Kendall's 8th inning RBI 
double with 2 outs off of Brooklyn 
Center starter Nelson Briles broke a 1-
1 tie to give South Shore the win. 
   Cooperstown - Gary Thomasson was 
the hero in game 1 as South Shore 
took a 5-4, 14 inning win. Thomasson 

hit a pinch hit homer in the 12th inning 
to again tie the score after 
Cooperstown took a 4-3 lead in the top 
of the inning on Jim Fregosi's homer. 
Thomasson then won the game in his 
next AB in the 14th with an RBI single 
scoring Ben Oglivie with the game 
winning run.  Dusty Baker hit a pair of 
solo HR's as Cooperstown evened the 
series with a 6-4 game 2 win.  South 
Shore took the rubber match as Clyde 
Wright went the distance in a 3-2 win.  
Bill Grief also went all the way for 
Cooperstown.  The winning run scored 
in the 9th inning on pinch hitter Tom 
Grieve's sacrafice fly. 
   Montgomery - South Shore scored 
single runs in the 7th and 8th innings 
to come from behind for the 6-5 win in 
game 1.  Ralph Garr accomplished a 
rare feat for Montgomery in the 5th 
inning when he singled and then stole 
2nd, 3rd and home.  Game 2 was 
taken by Montgomery by the score of 
5-4 in 10 innings.  Jose Cardenal drove 
in the game winner with his base hit.  
Steve Carlton went the route for 
Montgomery in game 3 as they took 
the rubber match 7-0.  Carlton fired a 
4 hit shutout with 11 K's and also had 
2 hits himself. 
   Flatbush - Tony Perez doubled, 
homered and drove in 2 and Al Bumbry 
had 3 hits as Flatbush took the series 
opener 6-3.  Tom Murphy went 6 plus 
strong inninngs to get the win.  Light 
hitting shortstop Mike Tyson had 4 hits 
and 3B Ron Hunt had 3 hits and 3 
ribbies as game 2 also went Flatbush's 
way by an 8-3 score.  Randy Moffitt 
hurled 3 shutout innings in relief of 
Flatbush starter Blue Moon Odom to 
earn his 2nd save in as many days.  
The series finale featured a 2 hit 
whitewashing of South Shore by 
Flatbush starter Jim Palmer as Flatbush 
won 4-0 and swept the series. 
 

From Berwyn: 

   The Barons knew it was put up or 
shut up time in January, especially with 
National League powerhouses coming 
to town.  An 8-4 home record means 
that for now, Berwyn is putting up a 
fight for their first-ever playoff spot.  
The details: 
   Knarro - The Roadies crossed the 
Susquehanna River and were treated 
rudely, as happens to most of those 
West Shore people when they venture 
over here.  Knarro did squeak out a 
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win in game 1.  George Scott got the 
Roadies on the board in the 1st with a 
2-run HR, but the Barons had tied it by 
the 6th.  With 2 out and Yastrzemski 
on 2nd, most people would walk Earl 
Williams to get to Luis Melendez, right?  
Didn't work this time, as Melendez 
singled in what proved to be the game-
winner in a 3-2 Roadie win.  The 
Barons then proceded to rough up old 
friend Jerry Koosman in a 7-2 win, as 
Ken Singleton walked 4 times and 
Bobby Darwin had 3 hits.  Game 3 saw 
Tug McGraw come out of the bullpen 
for a rare start, and the results may 
keep him in relief for the rest of his 
career, as Berwyn chalked up a 10-0 
win behind a 5-hit shutout from Bill 
Singer and HRs from Don Money and 
Joe Torre. 
   Ohio - The resurgent Buckeyes were 
the next visitors, and the Barons took 
game one behind 7 strong innings 
from John Curtis and 12 hits scattered 
throughout the lineup.  Berwyn 
thought game 2  was well in hand too, 
as Claude Osteen took a 5-1 lead to 
the top of the 8th.  A 2-run HR by Bob 
Montgomery tightened it to 5-3, and 
after Brian Downing led off the 9th 
with the 13th hit off Osteen, Jim 
Brewer came on to try and wrap it up.  
But No-Neck Williams greeted Brewer 
with a 2-run tying HR, then a Cookie 
Rojas double and Tommy Davis single 
gave the Buckeyes the winning run in 
a 6-5 comeback.  Game 3 was a 
pitching duel between Jim Barr and 
Dick Drago.  Joe Torre HR'd in the 1st 
to give the Barons a 1-0 lead, which 
held up until the 7th, when No-Neck 
tied it with a 1B.  But Reggie Jackson 
came through for the Barons with a 
solo HR in the bottom of the 7th, and 
Drago held on for a 2-1 win. 
   Satellite Beach - The Barons 
dominated this series, outscoring the 
Saturns 26-2 in the sweep.  Claude 
Osteen fired a 6-hit shutout in Game 1, 
which featured Dave Chalk's 1st NCABL 
hit, a 2-run HR.  John Curtis was the 
story in Game 2, as he carried a no-
hitter into the 9th.  A 2-out double by 
Cito Gaston ruined Curtis' shot at 
immortality, and a Ted Sizemore error 
added insult to injury, costing Curtis 
his shutout in a 7-1 win.  Bill Singer 
threw a 3-hitter in the series finale as 
the Barons wrapped up a 9-1 win. 
   Louisville - All good things can't last, 
and the Redbirds pitching saw to that.  

Bert Blyleven started things off for 
Louisville, giving up 6 hits in a 7-1 
Redbird win.  3 hits from Bob Watson 
and a 2-hit shutout from Claude 
Osteen evened the series in a 7-0 win 
for Berwyn, but Andy Messersmith 
returned the favor in Game 3, throwing 
his own 2-hit shutout as Louisville won 
7-0.  Rennie Stennett led the Redbirds' 
attack, going 5-11 in the series.  
 
From Ridgewood: 

Things remain tight in the AL East with 
Hopewell taking a turn at the top of 
the heap as the league starts its fourth 
month. A quartet of three game series 
await the Reds with the Buckeyes from 
Ohio first to visit.. 
   Ohio - A 5-7 Pattin takes on an 8-7 
Matlack in the opener. Carty delivers 
two runners with a 4th inning triple 
and then races home with a third run 
when Gamble throws the ball into the 
seats behind home plate. Allen drills 
his 15th  homer in the 5th to highlight 
another three run outburst and the 
Reds are on their way to a 6-2 win in 
the opener.  McNally goes looking for 
win number ten and finds Jim Barr (8-
4) barring the way. McNally helps his 
cause with a run scoring single in the 
5th as Ridgewood takes a 1-0 lead. 
Down 3-1 in the 7th, the Bucks rally 
for three runs when an error by 
Tenace kicks open the door. They pad 
the lead by two more runs and then 
turn it over to Scarce to save the 6-3 
win.  Bill "Spaceman" Lee enters the 
contest with an impressive 10-4 record 
while Ridgewood's Lolich is struggling 
at 7-6 after a fast start. With the score 
tied at three all in the 8th, Forster 
comes on for the Reds and quickly 
douses the mound in gasoline. The 
Bucks plate three runners and let Lee 
coast home with a 6-3 win and a series 
advantage. 
   Satellite Beach - A 9-4 Norman takes 
on a slow starting (1-3) Randy Jones in 
the series opener. Norman gets things 
going when his grounder scores 
Kessinger in the 3rd and then the Reds 
add another run on White's single. But 
the Saturns come right back with three 
of their own in the 4th to take a 3-2 
lead. That's all the help Jones needs 
today as he 
goes the distance and scatters eight 
hits to pick up the win.  Jerry Bell 
makes his first start for Ridgewood 
against Tom Bradley (3-7). Tenace 

pokes number 12 into the seats to give 
Ridgewood a 1-0 lead after five. Fisk 
bangs his ninth to open the 7th to 
even the score but a run scoring single 
by Tenace and a two run pinch 
knocker off Goodson's bat in the 
bottom of the frame makes it a 4-1 
Ridgewood lead. The Saturns load the 
bases to open the 8th but some stellar 
work by  Carroll holds them to just one 
run as the gap closes to 4-2. Homers 
by Hebner (17) and Fosse in the 8th 
pad the lead but it proves unneccesary 
as Carroll closes the Saturns out 7-2.  
McNally goes in search of win number 
ten and gets plenty of support as the 
Reds pound four Saturn pitchers for 20 
hits and win in a cakewalk 9-2.  
   Louisville - Led by Stottlemyre (7-4), 
a tough Louisville nine arrive to test 
Lolich (7-6) and the Reds. Stennett's 
first  homer of the season is good for 
two runs and that's the margin of 
victory as the Redbirds take the opener 
4-2.  In a well pitched game Norman 
outduels Messersmith to even the 
series with a 2-1 win.  The unlikely 
Stennett strikes again with a three run 
homer off Jerry Bell in the 2nd. That 
sets the tome for this one as the 
Redbirds rough up the Reds and take 
the 
getaway contest 9-3.  
   Mechanicsburg - A rematch of last 
season's World Series opponents 
brings a 7-5 Dave Roberts to the hill to 
oppose McNally who is looking for win 
number eleven. A leadoff homer by 
Reggie Smith is a setback to McNally's 
cause but when Tenace answers with a 
two run shot the advantage is reversed 
as the Reds go up 2-1. But the Flash 
bat around in 
the 2nd and score four times to take a 
5-2 lead and never look back. Despite 
four errors the Flash rebound with 
their bats and bury the Reds 11-2.  
Lolich comes on to try his luck and 
finds Rick Wise waiting with a string of 
three victories and 24 consecutive 
shutout innings to his credit. A six run 
2nd dooms Lolich as the Flash batters 
continue to feast on Ridgewood 
pitching. Wise's scoreless streak ends 
at 28 when Carty knocks in a pair with 
a 5th inning double double but by then 
the score is 10-2 and the Reds are 
looking at a long climb back. But the 
slope is too steep and the Reds once 
again fall to a double digit attack 11-3.  
The finale compares Norman (10-5) to 



 The NCABL Register                               Vol. 7, No. 6   January 1999 

 

 6

a 7-1 Don Wilson as the Reds try to 
salvage a win in the month ender. This 
one see-saws back and forth the entire 
game with the Flash taking a lead only 
in the 3rd and the 6th only to have 
Ridgewood come back in tie in the 
bottom of each frame. Mechanicsburg 
jumps ahead with two in the 9th to 
take a 5-3 lead but Hrabosky allows 
the first two Reds to reach in the 9th 
and then serves up a game tying triple 
to Breeden as the game is knotted 
again. Pattin goes in to run for 
Breeden, the ball goes off Staub's bat 
to deep right and the Reds have a 6-5 
win thanks to Rusty's sac fly. 
 
From Hopewell: 

Wyandotte - Game 1, after two innings 
the Dutchmen had a 9-1 lead.  Bill 
Bonham cruised to an easy win.  Game 
2, the Camels came back to take a 4-3 
win on the HR bats of Willie McCovey 
and Gary Matthews.  John Lowenstein 
banged out three hits for Hopewell.  
Game 3 was another Camel victory.  
This time the big dromedary bats were 
Willie Horton (2R HR) and Larry Lintz 
(3hits). 
   Knarro - Game 1, the Hopewell 
slump continued as the Roadies 
embarrassed the Dutchmen 13-9.  It 
was 9-0 after four.  Yastzemski went 
4-4.  Kingman, Duncan and Kaline hit 
long balls for the Roadies.  Game 2, 
the Roadies jumped out to a three run 
lead in the first behind Kingman’s 2 run 
blast. This time Hopewell fought back 
to grab a 6-4 victory.  Darrell Evans hit 
a HR for the Dutchmen as John got the 
win.  Game 3, Ron Fairly knocked in 2 
runs with a clutch pinch hit single in 
the 8th to hang a lose on Mike Cuellar.  
The Dutchies won this one 6-3 for 
Reggie Cleveland. 
   Ohio - Game 1, no prisoners were 
taken in this one as the Buckeyes 
pounded the Dutchmen 16-1.  The big 
story in this game was Graig Nettles.  
He went 6-6.  All singles!  Game 2, the 
Dutchmen regrouped behind Reggie 
Cleveland and won 5-1.  The 
Dutchmen scored all their runs in the 
4th.  Dick McAuliffe smacked a 3 run 
HR.  Game 3, Mac Scarce blew a 4-3 
lead in the 9th as Hopewell rallied for 2 
runs in the 9th.  Ron Fairly had a two 
RBI single to give Bonham the win.   
   Satellite Beach - Game 1, the 
Dutchmen rallied for 2 runs in the 9th 
off of Sparky Lyle.  Dick McAuliffe then 

won the game in the 10th with a 2 run  
blast.  Game 2, Skip Lockwood pitched 
a great game for the Saturns.  Lyle 
came on to pick up the save in the 5-4 
Saturn triumph.  Fleipe Alou and Cito 
Gaston hit long balls for the beach 
boys.  Dave May hit two HRs for 
Hopewell.    Game 3, the Dutchies won 
5-3 as Darrell Evans blasted another 
one into orbit. 
 
From Flatbush: 

   The Flatbush Bums proved to be no 
pushovers for the AL teams that came 
visiting in January, as the Bums 
managed a 6-6 record at home for the 
month.  
   Jamestown - George Hendrick's 
grand slam in the 10th won game one 
while Jamestown's Bill North went 4-4 
with a walk. Game two saw John 
Boccabella's RBI single in the 8th snap 
a 1-1 tie for a Flatbush win. Ernie 
McAnally and 3 relievers combined to 
shutout the Bums on 11 hits while 
Flatbush left 13 on base in their first 
chance at a sweep.  
   South Shore - Cepeda's two run 
pinch homer in the 7th sends Palmer 
to the bench with a 5-3 lead but 
Moffitt comes on to allow a 6 run 8th 
and the Navs win going away in game 
one. Bums explode for 15 runs on 18 
hits in 12-5 game two win with Rudy 
Meoli (yes I said Rudy Meoli) collecting 
4 RBI's!!! Clyde Wright holds Bums to 
1 run on 11 hits and 10 left on base as 
Bill Melton and Alex Johnson each 
collect 3 hits in 4-1 South Shore win. 
   Wyandotte - Bums build early 5-0 
lead that Camels cut to 5-3 in 8th but 
Flatbush puts 4 on the board in the 
bottom half to seal the win in game 
one. With a 1-0 lead after 5 innings, 
Tom Murphy is hurt before throwing a 
pitch in the 6th. In 
comes Steve Dunning and the Camels 
explode for a 6 run inning capped by 
Pat Corrales' 3 run homer on their way 
to the 6-2 win. Camels jumped all over 
Blue Moon in game three and won 
going away with a 9 run 17 hit attack 
that saw Gene Locklear collect 4 RBI's 
on 2 doubles and a homer and Chris 
Speir add 4 hits of his own.  
   Knarro - Best pitching the Bums 
would face all month comes in and 
naturally, Flatbush decides to start 
slugging. Earl Williams 2 run shot in 
the 4th ties game one at 3. Bill 
Russell's 2 run shot in the 5th makes it 

5-3, Knarro. Tony Perez two run 
homer in the 8th ties the game at 6. 
Into extra frames we go. Teams trade 
single runs in the 13th before it ends 
on Boccabell'a RBI single in the 15th. 
Bums carry 5-4 lead into 6th inning in 
game two when Johnny Grubb's 3 run 
pinch homer turns the game around 
for a 12-8 Knarro win. Tony Perez 
collects  4RBI's in the loss. Bums 1-0 
lead in game three is gone in the 2nd 
when Kingman and Kaline hit solo 
homers. Joe Lahoud's solo shot in 
bottom half ties it at 2, but Kong adds 
a two run homer in the 4th for a 4-2 
Roadies lead. Iron Mike Tyson picks a 
fine time to hit his first longball of the 
season, a 7th inning 2 run shot that 
ties the game at 4. Frank Robinson's 
RBI single in the 9th scores Sandy 
Alomar for the Bums 5-4 win.  
 
From Cooperstown: 

   Wisconsin - Game one was a 7-3 win 
for the Cards.  The Cards put together 
a 6-run 6th built around Ron 
Blomberg's 3-run double, chasing 
Ferguson Jenkins, who also got the L.  
Earlier in the game, Greg Luzinski 
provided another sort of effort.  In the 
3rd inning, he drops a flyball, leading 
to the Cards first run.  Later in the 
inning, he crashes into the wall and 
leaves the game.  Johnny Callison, 
picking up his glove to go in for Greg, 
looks at him and says: "Never send to 
know for whom the bell tolls..."  Or at 
least that’s what Greg thinks he 
said...his head was ringing like a 
thousand telephones!  Game two was 
a Ron Bryant masterpiece and a Rattler 
1-0 win.  Greg Luzinski, recovered 
from the previous days 
embarrasments, knocked in that lone 
run with a single to left off Phil Niekro, 
who got an L because the Cardinal 
bats were mute this day.  Game three 
was a Cardinal 3-0 win.  Perry started, 
but left in the 2nd with some 
mysterious ailment.  Bill Greif came in 
and threw a 5-hit shutout the rest of 
the way.  Homers by Harper and Rader 
was all the offense needed for this kind 
of pitching. 
   Minneapolis - In game one, the 
Cards were leading 4-2 in the 9th 
when Rollie Fingers came on in relief 
of Bob Gibson, who  was sailing along 
with 3-hitter.  Fingers promptly gave 
up a 2-run homer to Jeff Burroughs, 
tie game.  Davey Johnson cleaned 
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some of the egg off Fingers' face, 
though, when his solo shot in the 
bottom of the 9th gave the Cards a 5-4 
win. Game two was another relief win 
by Bill Greif, as the Cards win by a 7-2 
margin, thanks largely to 2 RBIs apiece 
by Otis and Rader, plus a solo shot by 
the Comeback Player of the Year (so 
far), Jim Fregosi. Game three of the 
Loon-Cardinal set was one of those 
days when the mean knuckler of 

Niekro was absent, replaced by a fat 
floater with "Hit me" written all over it.  
The Loon bats responded with alacrity, 
10 hits falling and 7 runs scoring in the 
5 innings #35 was on the mound.  His 
opposite number, Joe Decker, of 
recent no-hit fame, scattered 6 hits 
that led to only 2 runs.  Final tally: 
Loons 10, Cards 2.  
   Jamestown - Game one was an 
extra-inning contest with Davey 

Johnson's double off of Tom Hall 
winning it in the 10th for the Cards by 
a 2-1 margin.   Game two saw Niekro 
return to form, throwing a 3-hitter at 
the Outlaws as Tommy Harper hits 2 
out for 5 RBIs in a 7-2 Cardinal win.  
Game three saw the Outlaws alive in 
the 9th, scoring 2 runs to come within 
3 before falling by a 9-6 margin.  
Blomberg had a 5-RBI game, Rader a 4 
as Cardinal bats were good for 14 hits.

 

January Highlights… 
Jan 4 - Bert Blyleven fires a one hitter at Winchester as the Redbirds beat the Rifles 7-0.  Freddie Patek’s single was the 

only hit for Winchester. 
Jan 9 - Willie McCovey goes 5 for 5 with 3 runs, 6 RBI and 2 HR in Wyandotte’s 12-4 win over Cooperstown. 
Jan 9 - Al Downing of Montgomery fires a No Hitter against Knarro, 9-0 in front of the Roadie fans. 
Jan 9 - Vida Blue almost duplicates Downing’s feat with a 1 hitter at Minneapolis.  Blue allowed a single to light hitting Enzo 

Hernandez, and walked just one batter. 
Jan 15 - Graig Nettles goes 6 for 6 at Hopewell.  All six hits are singles. 
Jan 16 - John Curtis keeps this AL lefty thing going as he takes a no hitter into the 9

th
 against Satellite Beach.  With 2 outs, 

Clarence Gaston doubles to ruin Curtis’ day, and then scores on an error as Curtis settles for a 7-1 win. 
Jan 17 - Earl Williams has one of the best offensive days of the season with a 5 for 6, 8 RBI day in Knarro’s 21-2 thrashing 

at Monmouth.  Williams hit a double and 2 HR and scored 4 runs. 
Jan 18 - Minneapolis’ Joe Decker turns in the month’s second No Hitter, blanking the home team Giants 18-0.  Decker’s 

team was so far ahead in the 5
th
 that massive substitutions were made.  Despite Brooks Robinson’s glove out of the 

game, Decker earned his first NCABL no hitter. 
Jan 18 - Nolan Ryan strikes out 15 Rifle batters, allows just 2 hits and 1 run in a 12 inning outing.  His performance is 

matched by rookie Gene Garber who also goes 12 innings with the score tied at 1-1.  Three runs in the top of the 16
th
 

gives the Rattlers a 4-1 win. 
Jan 23 - Bob Watson goes 5 for 6 with a double in the Barons’ 17-3 win at Satellite Beach.  All 9 Baron batters get hits. 
Jan 25 - Dave Nelson is 5 for 5 but the Fire Ants lose to Jamestown 13-4. 

Four Score Club 
     There were a multitude of grand slam home runs in January, but one player did it twice.  Flatbush’s George Hendrick 
opened the month with a game winning slam off reliever Don Stanhouse in the 10

th
 inning to give the Bums a 7-3 win.  

During the month’s final series, Hendrick took Rudy May deep with the sacks jammed to put the Bums up 8-6 in the 8
th
.  

The Flatbush pen couldn’t hold the lead and gave up four 9
th
 inning runs to Wyandotte to lose 10-8. 

     Other players to hit grand slams were Felipe Alou of Satellite Beach, Jim Holt of Snowflake, Henry Aaron of  
Jamestown and Mechanicsburg’s Reggie Smith. 
 

Transactions 
54.  Monmouth claims Don Hahn off waivers, releases Billy Parker. 
55.  Minneapolis claims John Kennedy off waivers, releases Casey Cox. 

 
More Managerial Changes 
     Where’s Preston Gomez when you need him?  Bob Moore decided to not stay on as the Minneapolis manager and 
Frank Lentine has gone back to school to be a programmer, studying 8-10 hours a day.  That’s more hours than I studied 
in an entire semester...and I have the grades to prove it.  But seriously, those resignations, combined with last month’s 
departure of Scott Parks , quite a hole has been in the NCABL’s manager roster. 
     Without further adieu…the new manager of the Minneapolis Loons is Kenny Murphy; the new manager of the 
Montgomery Fire Ants is John Clingan; and the new manager of the Snowflake Giants is Don Pogreba.  The enclosed 
manager’s roster includes the new information. 
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The Move to AIM 
     With the dilemma of having to fill three (and at the time it looked like four) teams, and running into the same “I’d be 
interested if you were using AIM” responses from potential candidates, the vote on considering the use of AIM was moved 
up by a few weeks.  The final vote was 14-2 (with one abstention) in favor of using AIM beginning with the 1974 season.  
The vote to cut to 28 or 30 has yet to be decided.  To recap the details: 
 
1.  Use AIM to regulate all batters and pitchers in usage except for stolen base attempts. Current rules will apply in 

regards to steal attempts (125%). Pitchers will be limited by MBF only (no limit on GS, IP, etc.). 
2.  The innocuous player rule will be replaced by the slug + ob < .600 rule included in League Manager. 
3.  The use of AIM-knowledgeable micro-managers for road games is required. 
4.  We will switch to a weekly schedule as opposed to a monthly schedule.  Teams unable to play home games during 

any week will have their games auto-played by the commissioner. 
5.  Roster size will increase to 35. At the conclusion of the season we will cut to 28 before trading. 
6.  All players on rosters will be eligible for use, including those with less than 50 PA or 25 IP. Unowned players must still 

have 50 PA or 25 IP to be eligible for the draft. 
7.  All pitchers graded 5 or less will have their BF set at 1000 unless their actual BF is greater than 1000. 
8.  The draft will be changed to an unlimited number of rounds. Teams stop drafting when their roster reaches 35. 
 
I am sure other items will come up as we go along and we’ll deal with them as they appear.  This summer, before the draft, 
more attention will be given to helping everyone get AIM-ready. 
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National League 
 

      LST 10   1 RUN EXT 

 W L PCT GB STRK GAMES HOME AWAY GAMES INS 

Mechanicsburg  62 32 0.660 - L 2 7- 3 28-19 34-13 17-12 6- 5 

Wisconsin  54 39 0.581 7.5 L 1 9- 1 30-17 24-22 20-19 7- 4 

Ohio  52 41 0.559 9.5 L 4 4- 6 26-21 26-20 19- 7 6- 3 

Louisville  51 42 0.548 10.5 W 1 6- 4 23-24 28-18 15-16 7- 4 

Satellite Beach  24 68 0.261 37 L 7 1- 9 12-34 12-34 8-14 2- 6 

           

      LST 10   1 RUN EXT 

 W L PCT GB STRK GAMES HOME AWAY GAMES INS 

Knarro  55 38 0.591 - L 2 6- 4 30-16 25-22 13-14 3- 7 

Wyandotte  43 51 0.457 12.5 W 1 6- 4 20-27 23-24 16- 9 9- 4 

South Shore  38 55 0.409 17 L 5 2- 8 22-24 16-31 14-12 5- 6 

Jamestown  37 55 0.402 17.5 W 1 3- 7 20-26 17-29 12-18 4-10 

Minneapolis  36 57 0.387 19 L 6 4- 6 16-30 20-27 8-16 5-11 
 

American League 
 

      LST 10   1 RUN EXT 

 W L PCT GB STRK GAMES HOME AWAY GAMES INS 

Hopewell  57 36 0.613 - W 2 7- 3 28-19 29-17 14-15 3- 1 

Berwyn  57 37 0.606 0.5 W 6 8- 2 27-20 30-17 16-14 6- 2 

Ridgewood  55 38 0.591 2 W 3 6- 4 27-20 28-18 16-10 7- 2 

Monmouth  41 51 0.446 15.5 L 1 2- 8 19-27 22-24 12-20 2- 8 

Flatbush  39 54 0.419 18 W 3 6- 4 19-28 20-26 14-12 6- 1 

           

      LST 10   1 RUN EXT 

 W L PCT GB STRK GAMES HOME AWAY GAMES INS 

Cooperstown  62 32 0.660 - W 5 9- 1 33-14 29-18 19-11 4- 1 

Montgomery  53 40 0.570 8.5 L 1 4- 6 27-19 26-21 14-13 7- 7 

Brooklyn Center  45 48 0.484 16.5 W 1 7- 3 23-23 22-25 14-20 5- 7 

Snowflake  39 53 0.424 22 W 2 2- 8 18-28 21-25 13-16 2- 3 

Winchester  30 63 0.323 31.5 L 1 1- 9 11-35 19-28 12-18 2- 6 
 

NL Player of the Month 

Clyde Wright - South Shore 

AL Player of the Month 

Claude Osteen - Berwyn 

 
 

 
4-1, 1.35 ERA, 1 HR, 8 BB in 40 IP 4-1, 1.47 ERA, 3 shutouts 
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National League Leaders 
 

BATTING    SLUGGING    ON BASE PCT   

STARGELL, W. MEC 0.356  AARON, H. JAM 0.752  AARON, H. JAM 0.446 

YASTRZEMSKI, C. KNA 0.353  STARGELL, W. MEC 0.715  STARGELL, W. MEC 0.425 

AARON, H. JAM 0.341  YASTRZEMSKI, C. KNA 0.575  YASTRZEMSKI, C. KNA 0.415 

MONTANEZ, W. MIN 0.328  McCOVEY, W. WYA 0.494  NORTH, B. JAM 0.406 

NORTH, B. JAM 0.319  HORTON, W. WYA 0.482  ROSE, P. LOU 0.390 

           

HITS    RUNS    RBI   

OLIVER, A. MEC 123  YASTRZEMSKI, C. KNA 71  AARON, H. JAM 95 

YASTRZEMSKI, C. KNA 122  BONDS, B. MEC 69  STARGELL, W. MEC 68 

NORTH, B. JAM 121  NORTH, B. JAM 69  BURROUGHS, J. MIN 62 

STARGELL, W. MEC 115  AARON, H. JAM 68  YASTRZEMSKI, C. KNA 62 

DAVIS, W. WYA 114  STARGELL, W. MEC 62  LUZINSKI, G. WIS 62 

           

DOUBLES    TRIPLES    HOMERUNS   

STARGELL, W. MEC 27  BONDS, B. MEC 10  AARON, H. JAM 37 

MELTON, B. SS 25  DAVIS, W. WYA 7  STARGELL, W. MEC 29 

CEDENO, C. WIS 25  RUSSELL, B. KNA 7  KINGMAN, D. KNA 18 

SANTO, R. WIS 24  ROSE, P. LOU 6  BURROUGHS, J. MIN 18 

PORTER, D. JAM 23  5 tied with  5  3 tied with  16 

           

WALKS    STRIKEOUTS    HIT STREAK   

AARON, H. JAM 57  COLBERT, N. WIS 104  BRINKMAN, E. MEC 21 

GRICH, B. SB 54  BONDS, B. MEC 93  CEDENO, C. WIS 19 

NORTH, B. JAM 51  PORTER, D. JAM 83  MILLAN, F. WYA 15 

BENCH, J. MEC 50  GARCIA, P. WIS 81  OLIVER, A. MEC 15 

McCOVEY, W. WYA 46  STARGELL, W. MEC 76  ORTA, J. LOU 13 

           

STOLEN BASES    STOLEN BASE %    MULTI HIT GMS   

CEDENO, C. WIS 44  CAMPANERIS, B. LOU 93.8  OLIVER, A. MEC 36 

NORTH, B. JAM 27  CEDENO, C. WIS 89.8  NORTH, B. JAM 36 

BONDS, B. MEC 23  VALENTINE, B. SS 83.3  STARGELL, W. MEC 35 

CAMPANERIS, B. LOU 15  BONDS, B. MEC 79.3  YASTRZEMSKI, C. KNA 34 

LOPES, D. SS 14  MATTHEWS, G. WYA 76.9  CEDENO, C. WIS 34 

           

GIDP    ERA    WINS   

MELTON, B. SS 22  ROBERTS, D. MEC 1.57  BRYANT, R. WIS 14- 2 

SANTO, R. WIS 17  SUTTON, D. WIS 1.66  REUSS, J. OHI 14- 7 

KENDALL, F. SS 14  BLYLEVEN, B. LOU 1.86  LEE, B. OHI 12-5 

OLIVER, A. MEC 14  LEE, B. OHI 2.08  ROBERTS, D. MEC 12-5 

3 tied with  13  WILSON, D. MEC 2.24  BLYLEVEN, B. LOU 12-6 

           

STRIKEOUTS    SHUTOUTS    SAVES   

RYAN, N. WIS 205  BRYANT, R. WIS 4  SOSA, E. WYA 17 

MATLACK, J. OHI 172  BLYLEVEN, B. LOU 4  HERNANDEZ, R. MEC 17 

BLYLEVEN, B. LOU 157  6 tied with  3  SCARCE, M. OHI 16 

SUTTON, D. WIS 123      HILLER, J. WIS 16 

REUSS, J. OHI 120      REYNOLDS, B. LOU 14 
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American League Leaders 
 

BATTING    SLUGGING    ON BASE PCT   

PEREZ, T. FLA 0.348  ALLEN, D. RID 0.586  PEREZ, T. FLA 0.411 

MUNSON, T. SNO 0.334  EVANS, D. HOP 0.551  FAIRLY, R. HOP 0.410 

MAY, D. HOP 0.330  HEBNER, R. RID 0.536  HUNT, R. FLA 0.410 

WATSON, B. BER 0.325  MAY, D. HOP 0.535  SINGLETON, K. BER 0.404 

MADDOX, G. MON 0.321  PEREZ, T. FLA 0.528  TORRE, J. BER 0.401 

           

HITS    RUNS    RBI   

MAY, D. HOP 119  MORGAN, J. RID 71  PEREZ, T. FLA 66 

PEREZ, T. FLA 118  EVANS, D. HOP 70  EVANS, D. HOP 65 

MADDOX, G. MON 113  OTIS, A. COO 70  JACKSON, R. BER 60 

SIMMONS, T. HOP 113  BROCK, L. SNO 65  ALLEN, D. RID 59 

BAKER, D. COO 110  SINGLETON, K. BER 65  JOHNSON, D. COO 59 

           

DOUBLES    TRIPLES    HOMERUNS   

ALLEN, D. RID 24  MADDOX, G. MON 12  EVANS, D. HOP 22 

GARR, R. MON 23  METZGER, R. BER 10  JOHNSON, D. COO 20 

BAKER, D. COO 21  CAREW, R. SNO 7  HEBNER, R. RID 19 

HEBNER, R. RID 20  BROCK, L. SNO 7  ALLEN, D. RID 17 

SIMMONS, T. HOP 20  BUMBRY, A. FLA 6  OTIS, A. COO 17 

           

WALKS    STRIKEOUTS    HIT STREAK   

MORGAN, J. RID 71  BROCK, L. SNO 78  MAY, D. HOP 23 

SINGLETON, K. BER 70  BAILEY, B. MON 67  MUNSON, T. SNO 18 

EVANS, D. HOP 60  MITTERWALD, G. BC 65  HELMS, T. WIN 18 

BAILEY, B. MON 55  WYNN, J. WIN 65  HENDRICK, G. FLA 13 

JOHNSON, D. COO 52  EVANS, D. HOP 64  4 tied with  12 

           

STOLEN BASES    STOLEN BASE %    MULTI HIT GMS   

MORGAN, J. RID 54  APARICIO, L. BC 92.3  PEREZ, T. FLA 39 

BROCK, L. SNO 46  HARPER, T. COO 90.5  MAY, D. HOP 36 

NELSON, D. MON 37  JACKSON, R. BER 87.5  MADDOX, G. MON 35 

MADDOX, G. MON 33  BROCK, L. SNO 86.8  GARR, R. MON 35 

GARR, R. MON 26  CARDENAL, J. MON 83.3  3 tied with  32 

           

GIDP    ERA    WINS   

ROBERTSON, B. MTH 13  OSTEEN, C. BER 1.71  PERRY, G. COO 16- 5 

ALLEN, D. RID 10  BRILES, N. BC 1.72  SINGER, B. BER 14- 8 

RADER, D. COO 10  WOOD, W. MTH 2.18  OSTEEN, C. BER 13- 2 

MAY, C. MTH 10  CLEVELAND, R. HOP 2.23  COLEMAN, J. COO 13- 6 

8 tied with  9  HOLTZMAN, K. MON 2.29  McNALLY, D. RID 13- 6 

           

STRIKEOUTS    SHUTOUTS    SAVES   

WOOD, W. MTH 140  OSTEEN, C. BER 6  BIRD, D. MON 27 

SINGER, B. BER 138  HOLTZMAN, K. MON 5  FINGERS, R. COO 22 

SEAVER, T. WIN 131  3 tied with  4  FORSTER, T. RID 17 

PALMER, J. FLA 130      BORBON, P. MTH 17 

CARLTON, S. MON 121      ACOSTA, C. BC 16 
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1971 Rookie Draft Revisited 
     I thought it might be interesting to examine how the rookies from the first round of the 1971 draft have fared during 2 ½ 
years of NCABL play.  The report card: 
 
Grade A:  
Darrel Evans, Hopewell.  Evans’ average went from .211 to .241 and his HR production from 11 to 19.  So far this season 
he’s hitting .292 and has 22 HR, tops in the AL.  One of the league’s top young sluggers. 

Jon Matlack, Ohio.  The first of three first round picks for the Buckeyes, Matlack spent virtually all of 1971 in the minors, 
then joined the rotation in 1972 and posted 14 wins and a 2.89 ERA.  This year he has won 11 games already, and 
although the ERA is a bit higher at 3.79, his 172 strikeouts in 180.2 innings indicates that Matlack could be a star. 

Greg Luzinski, Wisconsin.  The big first baseman was moved to left field in his rookie year in the minors, getting just a late 
cup of coffee with the big club.  Last year he took over in left for Vada Pinson and responded with a .285, 38 doubles and 
16 HR season.  Luzinski already has 16 HR this year.  Could hit 40 HR soon. 

Dusty Baker, Cooperstown.  You gotta like this kid.  He spent 1971 in the minors, then hit .283 with 19 HR last year while 
playing RF.  He is hitting .302 with 13 HR and 55 RBI and is a key component in the Cooperstown offensive machine.  
Could be a perennial All Star. 

Ross Grimsley, Hopewell.  Grimsley went 8-10 in 26 starts as a rookie.  He followed that with a 9-15 mark, but also cut a 
run off his ERA (3.14).  This year Grimsley is 11-9 with a 2.91 ERA and with Tommy John and Ken Brett they form a pretty 
good trio of southpaws.  If he can handle the pressure of contending for league titles, Grimsley should be around for 
awhile.  

Grade B:  
Toby Harrah, Snowflake.  Harrah has not hit for much power (8 HR) but for a shortstop he is progressing well.  He is 
currently hitting .255, but has shown signs of being able to reach higher levels. 

Chris Speier, Wyandotte.  Speier was given the starting job as a kid and played good defense but hit just .222.  The bat 
improved to .257 in 1972 with 30 doubles and 13 HR as he was voted the NL starter at shortstop in the All Star Game.  He 
is hitting .248 this year and his defense has remained consistently good, but he has just one HR.  

Jeff Burroughs, Minneapolis.  Burroughs was rushed to the majors but his 10 HR in about 200 at bats in 1971 indicated 
that he could be the hitter to replace Harmon Killebrew in the lineup.  Last year he failed miserably, hitting just .154 and 13 
HR in a full season of play.  On most other teams he would have began 1973 in the minors but he got another chance with 
the Loons and has surprised with 18 HR and a .266 average.  Is he for real? 

George Hendrick, Flatbush.  Hendrick’s story is almost identical to Burroughs except that he didn’t hit 10 HR as a rookie.  
He played full time in 1972 even though he should have been in AAA, hit just .158 but with 15 HR.  This year he looks a lot 
like Frank Robinson at times, and has a .291 average with 11 HR and 48 RBI. 

Dave Kingman, Knarro.  Kingman can hit the ball a mile.  He has 38 HR in 2 ½ years, going from 4 to 16 to 18 thus far in 
1973.  Kingman’s biggest problem is that he doesn’t have a position.  Mayberry and Scott are blocking first, he’s a butcher 
at 3

rd
 and makes any fly ball an adventure in LF.  The Roadies may have to eat hit errors in left because his bat needs to 

be in the lineup. 

Paul Splittorff, Monmouth.  Splittorff made 21 starts as a rookie and posted a 9-9 record with a 2.96 ERA.  In his 
sophomore year opposing batters got a better look at him and his record dropped to 8-17.  This year he is struggling at 7-
10, but if the Militia had a better offense that record could easily be reversed.  He’s not going to be Bob Gibson, but he 
could be a solid #3 man into the 80s. 

Grade C:  
Jim Barr, Ohio.  Barr was the 2

nd
 first round pick for Ohio and seems to have settled into a swing role.  After pitching long 

relief in 1971, Barr won 7 and saved 10 in 1972.  He has joined lefties Lee, Reuss and Matlack in the rotation, winning 9 
games with a 2.90 ERA. 

Bill Buckner, Ohio.  Buckner was a flop in 1971, failing to hit .200 in over 300 at bats.  He was part of a platoon in 1972 and 
responded well with a .302 average, tops among Ohio batters with over 300 at bats.  This year he has been given a full 
time job and has slumped to .237.  Stability and the ability to hit lefties are what’s holding Buckner back. 
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Darrell Porter, Jamestown.  Porter was a long range project who was forced to play in 1972 although he wasn’t ready.  His 
.129 average in half a season of at bats indicates that some patience will be needed.  This year he has 37 extra base hits 
to go with his .241 average, but he is still learning how to call a game.  Having Henry Aaron around certainly helps. 

Rennie Stennett, Louisville.  Stennett was drafted to fill a hole at second base, but he has lost that battle to 1972 rookie 
Jorge Orta.  Stennett is a versatile player, much like Cesar Tovar was in his younger years.  He hit .241 in 1972 and has 
followed that with a .252 mark this year, neither with much power.  I’m sure a lot more was expected. 

Cesar Geronimo, Satellite Beach.  Geronimo is an awesome defensive player but the question is whether he will hit 
enough to deserve a starting job.  He hit .276 last year with 7 triples but has been a disappointment so far in 1973.  The 
Saturns should be able to be patient but you can’t have a .240 hitter batting in the top half of the lineup. 

Grade D:  
George Foster, Satellite Beach.  Foster hit .184 and .181 in his first two years, a sign that he either wasn’t ready or is going 
to be a bust.  The Saturns need their investments to pay off so Foster has been a special project this year in the minors.  If 
he makes it he’s at least another year away. 

Ken Forsch, Mechanicsburg.  While most rookies take a few years to make an impact, Forsch took 10 turns in the Flash 
rotation as a rookie and did fairly well (3.27).  He spent most of 1972 in the minors and had a disappointing 6.28 ERA in 
the majors.  This year he has gotten 7 starts in a swing role with a 3.76 ERA.  Nothing spectacular. 

Jose Cruz, Berwyn.  The number one pick in the draft in 1971, Cruz hit .286 for the Barons and looked like the center 
fielder of the future.  He flopped in 1972, batting just .199 with just 2 HR.  Cruz has settled into a reserve role hitting .221 
and serving as a defensive replacement for Bobby Darwin.  Not exactly what you want from the first pick in the draft, 
especially when your competition’s first pick is leading the league in HR. 

Steve Mingori, Montgomery.  Mingori is a left handed reliever who hit the scene with a flash, saving 14 games with a 1.88 
ERA in 1971.  In 1972 he only appeared in 6 games with an ERA over 5, and is doing mop up work this year.  His flash 
may have been just a flash in the pan. 


