
2012 EMBA Predictions 

- Eddie Milner 

Why Do The Same Teams Always Win? 

I am starting to think that Albert Einstein was right in more ways than we think.  A famous quote attributed to him 
comes to mind:  “Insanity is doing the same thing, over and over again, but expecting different results.”  Each year we 
draft in reverse order, play the playoffs, blah, blah, blah…and the same teams win.  In the majors, it’s somewhat the 
same.  Unless someone like Nolan Ryan steps into the fray, we might just be like a hamster running on a wheel…nothing 
changes.  So why do the same teams always win?  I don’t have a definitive answer. 

 

Predictions, Pre-Schmictions 

Prognostication is over-rated.  Three of the eight predicted playoff teams have sub-.500 seasons.  Eddie failed to even 
predict New Oxford to make the playoffs.  Here’s another quote from Einstein, possibly as he was thinking of Eddie’s 

predictions:  “Two things are infinite: the universe and human stupidity; and I'm not sure about the universe.”  
This year, Albert will have something to say about every team.   

 

2012 – A Year Of Change! 

If nothing else, the EMBA has shaken things up for 2012.  New divisions, new rules (the DH in the AL), two new 
managers, but…the same old Eddie.  One thing is certain, there will be a new team hoisting the American League Flag!  

Individual Leader Prognostication for 2012 

Eddie says: 

Batting: NL – Matt Kemp, Irishtown; AL – Adrian Gonzalez, Kansas City 

Home Runs: NL – Matt Kemp, Irishtown; AL – Miguel Bautista, Bluff City 

RBI: NL – Albert Pujols, New Oxford; AL – Miguel Bautista, Bluff City 

Wins: NL – Cliff Lee, St. Louis; AL – Clayton Kershaw, Bulverde 

ERA: NL – Cliff Lee, St. Louis; AL – Clayton Kershaw, Bulverde 

Saves: NL – J. J. Putz, Blue Mountain; AL – Fernando Salas, Virginia 

 

  



National League 

Eastern Division  

One more year before the Heroes rise again. 

New Oxford – Albert says, “If most of us are ashamed of shabby clothes and shoddy furniture let us be more ashamed of 
shabby ideas and shoddy philosophies.... It would be a sad situation if the wrapper were better than the meat wrapped 
inside it.”  Funny, Albert.  The manager is a vegetarian.  Anyway, the Lions lineup has a somewhat shoddy appearance 
after you get past Pujols, Young, and Kinsler.  The strength is in their depth and versatility, as they can mix and match to 
put a presentable product on the field for all 162 games.  Having a #1 like Justin Verlander, with a solid #2 and #3 in Ian 
Kennedy and Daniel Hudson helps take the pressure off not having Johan Santana or a sane Carlos Zambrano.  If the 
Lions can get .500 pitching from their #4 and #5 starters, the division should be theirs.  The bullpen is good but not as 
deep as last year, although that won’t matter so much in the playoffs.  Eddie didn’t pick them last year, and they won.  
So he’s picking them this year, and they’ll probably finish 3rd.  Prediction – 1st place, 100 wins. 

Irishtown – Albert says, “You have to learn the rules of the game. And then you have to play better than anyone else.”  
Albert’s right, that’s the name of the game.  And for Irishtown, they have done just that.  Featuring MVP should-have-
been Matt Kemp, the Legends feature a solid core of bats around him.  Jay Bruce, J.J. Hardy, and late-addition Paul 
Konerko give Irishtown four 30 HR bats, a sure fire recipe for a playoff-caliber offense.  Supporting them are Chase Utley, 
Brian McCann, and Chipper Jones.  The one area of concern is the starting rotation, which lacks a true #1 but has enough 
gas to make the playoffs.  The bullpen is a strength – varies and deep.   Prediction – 2nd place, 95 wins, NL Wildcard.  

Heidelberg – Albert says, “The world is a dangerous place, not because of those who do evil, but because of those who 
look on and do nothing.” The evil Albert must be talking about is the other teams in the NL East, and we all know that 
Gary has done all he can to fight it.  But bad luck and injuries have stood in the way.  Heidelberg gets good years from 
Zobrist, Escoabr, and rookie Weeks, but their usual sluggers Bay, Cruz, and Overbay come in a bit under par.  Ricky 
Romero and Johnny Cueto are a nice 1-2 punch in the rotation, but there is nothing after them.  Having Josh Johnson for 
only 9 starts really hurts.  The bullpen is deep and features variety, but the lack of offensive support will keep the 
Heinies in the 2nd division.  Prediction – 3rd place, 73 wins. 

Harrisburg –Albert says, “A clever person solves a problem. A wise person avoids it.” The Heroes were facing a problem 
heading into the 2012 season – they were too good to be ruled out, but not good enough to be called a contender.  So 
they avoided that problem by trading away Aramis Ramirez and some bullpen arms, thus allowing the final year of 
rebuilding to proceed.  Scary young, scary good…that describes the Heroes future.  Tulowitzki, Fielder, and Markakis are 
the core hitters, with youngers Jennings, Reddick, Kipnis, and Gordon preparing for 2013.  Stasburg, Zimmerman, and 
Delgado look like a long-term trio of terror in the rotation.  For now the Heroes get another high draft pick.  Next year, 
look out.  Prediction - 4th place, 67 wins. 

 

Central Division 

New location, same outcome, but soon the rent will go up. 

St. Louis – Albert says, “Compound interest is the eighth wonder of the world. He who understands it, earns it ... he who 
doesn't ... pays it.” St. Louis is earning, and the rest of the league is paying.  While there were questions about how the 
transition to the NL would shake things out, it’s clear to this writer that the only shaking was a downward shuffle of the 
former top NL teams.  The Bandits feature the league’s best pitching, starting with Cliff Lee and James Shields.  
Carpenter, Gallardo, and Oswalt behind them, and there is never an easy day for the other team’s hitters.  The bullpen is 
even better with Mariano, Adams, Benoit, Bell, and Madson.  At the plate the Bandits are off a bit from last year, but still 
feature Beltran, Ortiz, and Berkman as .300 hitting sluggers.  The rest of the division is a little better than before, but not 
enough to even make a scare.  Prediction - 1st place, 104 wins. 



Anza Avenue – Albert says, “The only escape from the miseries of life are music and cats...”  Of course, cats!  Anza’s year 
took a hit when Joe Mauer and Carl Crawford had to miss over half the real-life season, but even so, the Alleycats look to 
have an improved year.  The top three hitters, Michael Bourne, Starlin Castro, and Eric Hosmer will should produce lots 
of runs.  Expect Bourne to score over 100 and Hosmer to drive in just as many.  Danny Haren and R.A. Dickey plus a deep 
bullpen should keep the Cats in many games.  Eddie likes the progression.  Prediction - 2nd place, 81 wins. 

Silk City – Albert says, “I have not failed, I have just found 10,000 ways that don't work.” These words apply to the old 
Hemet team, but Eddie thinks that things are going to turn around under new Silk City manager Chris Gotay.  The 
Whales won’t be dealing away draft picks, and hope to have enough good ones to pair up with Mark Teixiera in a few 
years.  There isn’t much pitching for this year, but Carlos Lee and Alexi Ramirez give the bats enough juice to stay out of 
the basement and avoid 100 losses.  Prediction - 3rd place, 71 wins.  
 
Durham –Albert says, “I'd rather be an optimist and a fool than a pessimist and right.”  You have to give Fred credit – 
he’s always trying.  With age hammering A-Rod and Ichiro (and Wells and Ibanez), the season is going to be a drag.  And 
the near future doesn’t look a whole lot brighter.  The Dog Days of the tens might be here for some time.  Prediction - 
4th place, 58 wins, lottery pick. 

 

Western Division  

A classic two-team race with a pesky third tagging along. 

Eugene – Albert says, “Everything must be made as simple as possible. But not simpler.”  So this much is simple – you 
left Virginia behind in the AL, and now get to share home with Blue Mountain.  Push.  The Emeralds have some big sticks 
in Pedroia, Pence, and Molina, and have hot young catcher Carlos Santana sitting on the bench just in case.  But more 
impressive is the four gold gloves up the middle – Molina, Pedroia, Ryan at short, and Chris Young in center.  King Felix, 
Marcum, Beachy, and yes, Charlie Morton will be helped enormously and the pen, led by young Craig Kimbrell is deep 
and impressive.  Eddie usually favors hitters, but this pitching and D combination warrants praise.  Prediction – 1st place, 
99 wins. 

Blue Mountain –Albert says, “What is right is not always popular and what is popular is not always right.” It was not 
popular to trade Matt Harrison and to advertise the availability of Paul Maholm.  It may not have been popular to invest 
a high draft pick in Jeremy Hellickson last year, but it sure does seem right this year.  Hellickson joins Garcia, Billingsley, 
and Holland to give the Thunder a nice core of starting pitchers.  Clay Buckholz, injured for much of the 2011 MLB 
season, is also part of the mix.  But, the real star in Blue Mountain is first baseman Joey Votto.  Votto will need to carry 
the load this year due to down years from Longoria, Heyward, Beckham, and McCutcheon.  This will be the difference in 
the division, causing the Thunder to fall to 2nd.  Prediction - 1st place, 92 wins. 

Township –Albert says, “The gift of fantasy has meant more to me than my talent for absorbing positive knowledge.”  
Now that Scott has graduated from college, this remark from Albert becomes even more truthful!  The star of the Tribe 
is third baseman Adrian Beltre.  But with Buster Posey out for most of the season, he is a one-man warrior.  The rest of 
the offense is pedestrian at best.  The best feature on Township is their pitching, with Jared Weaver a potential Cy Young 
candidate if he gets any run support.  Prediction - 3rd place, 70 wins.  

Indiana –Albert says, “If at first the idea is not absurd, then there is no hope for it.” Albert must work for the 
government.  Anyway, Indiana has 1/3 of an impressive lineup with Upton, Holliday, and Daniel Murphy, but little 
behind that.  DH-candidate Travis Hafner can play about ½ of a season at first, but don’t be surprised in an AL team 
comes knocking for a good bat.  Pitchers C.J. Wilson, Tim Hudson, and Hidecki Kuroda make a nice trio at the top of the 
rotation, but without offensive support they’ll be lucky to win half their games.  Eddie predicts mid-season 
moves…Prediction - 4th place, 64 wins, lottery pick.   

 

  



American League 

Eastern Division 

Again?  Eddie fails to learn from history. 

Mohonasen - Albert says, “Any man who can drive safely while kissing a pretty girl is simply not giving the kiss the 
attention it deserves.”  Apparently while Mohonasen was in the NL, instead of driving to the division titles as Eddie 
predicted they must have been kissing pretty girls.  Fair enough.  This year Frank has petitioned Eddie NOT to pick the 
Warriors for the playoffs, hoping for some reverse psycho-luck or something.  OK, anything for a man who attracts 
pretty girls.  On the field, Miguel Cabrera is the best hitter in baseball.  Period.  Josh Hamilton could be the best.  Big 
Daddy Vlady used to be the best.  Add in Uggla, Seth Smith, and you get the picture – some kind of offense.  With five 
starting pitchers under 3.60, and the duo of Johnny Venters and Sean Marshall…wow.  But...sorry, Frank.  I can’t help it.  
Prediction – 2nd place, 99 wins. 

Virginia - Albert says, “In the middle of difficulty lies opportunity” Welcome to the DH, and just in time!  As Todd Helton 
begins to age, Freddie Freeman joins the fold and both have a place to play.  Virginia features Carlos Gonzalez as the 
new face of the franchise, and he is again the key bat in the Generals’ lineup.  Missing from the all star candidate party 
will be Hanley Ramirez, who is set to have his worst year as a pro.  Cuddyer and Danny Espinosa provide the rest of the 
power.  On the mound, Lincecum, Hamels, and a collection of decent pitchers keep Virginia in the game.  The bullpen 
isn’t outstanding, but they aren’t dog food either.  The tests say playoffs…who’s to argue with that?  Prediction – 2nd 
place, 98 wins, AL Wildcard. 

Bulverde - Albert says, “If at first the idea is not absurd, then there is no hope for it.” What’s absurd, at least at first 
glance, is that someone can win with very little offense.  Bulverde for years has boasted some of the best pitching in the 
EMBA.  And this year is no different with the big three of Halladay, Sabathia, and Kershaw.  With Axford anchoring the 
9th inning, the outlook is great.  Until you look at the lineup.  The Bulls “feature” only three players who hit more than 10 
HR.  If this were 1985 with Whitey Herzog’s Cardinals team, this would make sense.  But we’re coming down from the 
steroid era, and the longball still matters.  There are some things to like – Butler, Walker, Maybin, Moustakas…but 
there’s no Fielder, no Cabrera, no Votto.  And thus, no playoffs.  Prediction – 3rd place, 78 wins. 

Newark - Albert says, “To invent something, all you need is imagination and a big pile of junk.”  As the Bears age, they 
are quickly approaching half of what is needed.  (Sorry Bob).  Jeter, Soriano, Uribe, Dempster, and now Swisher are 30 or 
older.  The rest are either youngsters who have yet to hit their stride, or guys who maybe don’t have a stride to hit.  
Seriously, what the Bears need are three years of really stinking up the joint, plus multiple #1 picks in each draft that 
turn out to be solid players.  That sounds like a lot, but it isn’t.  Suffer now, reap rewards later.  Hope for guys like 
LaPorta, Hochever, and Braden to put it together.  The process is long, but the reward could be worth it.  Or not – that’s 
the risk.  But what choice is there?  Prediction – 4th place, 62 wins, lottery pick. 

 

Central Division 

Fun in the sun, but only one gets to run. 

Bluff City - Albert says, “Pure mathematics is in its way the poetry of logical ideas.”  If I may take the liberty of doing so, 
while the AL “got rid of” St. Louis, they really didn’t.  This is the “new” St. Louis.  This team is loaded with talent.  And 
with a manager who understands how to win, it’s trouble for the AL.  (Not that the previous manager didn’t; he built the 
club).  The starting pitching isn’t real scary, and the bullpen is just adequate.  But that lineup – THAT LINEUP!  Bautista 
and Granderson both hit over 40 HR, while Willingham, Hart, and Gordon each hit over 20.  Along with Gordon and 
Bautista is Brandon Phillips to give the team a trio of .300 hitters.  Even the catcher (Ruiz) hits .280.  Scary good.  
Prediction - 1st place, 100 wins (or more). 
 
Arizona - Albert says, “He who joyfully marches to music of the rank and file has already earned my contempt. He has 
been given a large brain by mistake, since for him the spinal cord would surely suffice.  Three years Arizona traded 



emerging outfielder Ryan Ludwick for a young speedster named Jacoby Ellsbury.  And last year this speedster barely 
played for the Scorpions, gathering 9 at bats in 15 games while limping through injuries.  The “Rank and File” might have 
thought “what a disappointment”, but then came the 2011 MLB season.  What a monster prize!  Ellsbury is a potential 
MVP and the heart and soul of the Arizona lineup.  Surrounded by Robinson Cano and newly-acquired Aramis Ramirez, 
the Scorpions have a solid 2-3-4 trio in the lineup.  Sadly, the rest of the lineup is a bit ordinary, which keeps Arizona out 
of the discussion for the division title.  The rotation is a little better than Bluff City, but it’s also nothing to intimidate 
opponents, with Javier Vazquez probably considered the ace. Eddie likes the team, but not enough to send them to the 
playoffs.  Prediction - 2nd place, 82 wins. 

Kansas City - Albert says, “When you are courting a nice girl an hour seems like a second. When you sit on a red-hot 
cinder a second seems like an hour. That's relativity.” Formerly Knoxville, the Tornadoes’ hitting is like courting the nice 
girl, and watching their pitchers is like sitting on the hot coal.  Adrian Gonzalez is again a monster, and he is joined by 
rejuvenates Pablo Sandoval, Melky Cabrera, and Jeff Francouer.  It should be a fun year at the plate.  On the mound, 
however, Michael Pineda is the only one who would qualify as a 1-2 or -3 starter.  Youngster Walden closes out games, 
and the rest of the pen is sufficient.  But those first five innings…Prediction - 3rd place, 80 wins.  

Appleton - Albert says, “A table, a chair, a bowl of fruit and a violin; what else does a man need to be 
happy?”Albert...PINK FLOYD PAJAMAS!  Where have you been?  But even if the Aces played all 162 games in Pink Floyd 
Pajamas, it wouldn’t help.  Alex Avila is the lone hitting star, and the last time Chuckie saw numbers as high as the Aces’ 
ERAs was when he and Paul Swanson were rating girls at the Medina Motor Inn.  Bryce Harper, can you hear me?  
Prediction - 4th place, 58 wins, lottery pick.  

 

Western Division  

It’s now or never. 

Elyria - Albert says, “Many of the things you can count, don't count. Many of the things you can't count, really count.”  
Elyria clearly has the best team in the West.  But year after year, Ryan Howard underperforms, and often so do the 
Pioneers.  Now with Howard hobbled in the real world of baseball, and Victor Martinez in even worse shape, this year is 
the year for Elyria.  Jose Reyes and the Magnificent Michael Morse add two solid bats giving Elyria a tough 1-4 in the 
lineup.  Cain, Beckett, Harang, and half a year of Clayton Richard offer enough starting pitching, with a mix of middle 
relievers who should be good enough to get the job done.  Sergio Santos is not an A-list closer, but he’s not Brad Lidge 
either.  Eddie sees enough…Prediction, 1st place, 89 wins.  

Susquehanna - Albert says,  “If A is a success in life, then A equals x plus y plus z. Work is x; y is play; and z is keeping 
your mouth shut.”  I have to confess…I forget why I used this quote with Susquehanna.  Of course for my birthday Ray 
gave me an AARP pen, so maybe no one will be surprised that I forgot.  Speaking of AARP, some of the Peanuts have 
aged…where’s Manny?  Thome – he’s still here.  So consider these new, younger Peanuts…seriously…Barney?  Salty?  
The-Riot?  Stubbs?  Duda and Wiggy...Where’s Knobbs and Saggs?  Ok, Ok, there’s one big name I’m missing – Mike 
Napoli.  Wow, what a year!  The Peanuts have a very good pitching staff, with Fister, Latos, and McCarthy forming a fine 
1-2-3 trio.  The pen is deep, but there’s no true closer, so it will be interesting to see who emerges with the role.  If 
Napoli had some help, Eddie would give the nod to Barney and the boys, but he doesn’t, so Eddie doesn’t.  Prediction – 
2nd place, 82 wins. 

Omaha - Albert says, “Anyone who has never made a mistake has never tried anything new.” Last year Jay tried trading 
for Adam Dunn, giving a left-handed bomber to go with Ryan Braun.  Hopefully he will rebound.  Braun does have his 
counterpart in Whatever-his-name-is-now Stanton. Man, can he hammer the ball.  The Bees enjoy production from 
Peralta at short but at third they have a hole as big as my mother-in-laws’ beh…oh never mind.   The rotation features 
Bruce Chen as the #2 starter, and that’s about all we have to say there.  So it’s root for Dunn to rebound, celebrate that 
Braun’s test was thrown out, and hope that what’s his name bumps that average up 40 points to go with the 40 homers 
he’s going to hit this year.  Prediction - 3rd place, 77 wins. 
 



Strongsville - Albert says, “Try not to become a man of success. Rather become a man of value.”  Bob is one of my 
favorite people from the 34+ years of gaming.  He’s the kind of guy who, when he moves into your neighborhood, the 
property values go up.  Sadly for Bob, this year when the Mustangs come to town, the other team’s winning percentage 
is likely to go up.  Strongsville’s offense has only three regulars who hit over .270 (Montero, Ethier, Encarnacion), and 
their rotation lost Adam Wainwright to injury and A.J. Burnett to New York.  It will be a long year, but a good draft pick 
next year.   Prediction – 4th place, 64 wins, lottery pick. 

 

 

The Playoffs - Round 1 

Irishtown vs.St. Louis- The Bandits average over 7 runs per game as they claim another victim and beat Irishtown 4-1. 

Eugene vs. New Oxford – After dropping the opener, New Oxford shuts down the Eugene offense, finishing with an ERA 
of 3.20 and a 4-1 series win. 

Virginia vs.Bluff City - The Generals come out smoking and take a 3-0 series lead.  Then, as if anointed for destiny, the 
Salt Dawgs come back to win the series with a 12-11, game 7 with 4 in the 7th and 5 in the 8th innings.  Corey Hart’s 2-run 
HR caps the drama.  

Elyria vs. Mohonasen – The Warriors’ pitching is too much as they take the series 4 games to 1. 

 

The Playoffs - Round 2 

St. Louis vs. New Oxford – A rematch of the last three World Series, and St. Louis gets revenge as they take the NL 
Crown with a 4-1 series win.  New Oxford is held to 2 runs or less in the four losses. 

Mohonasen vs. Bluff City - After taking a 2-1 lead, Mohonasen falters as the Salt Dawgs find a way to contain Miguel 
Cabrera and advance to the World Series with a 4-2 win. 

 

The EMBA World Series 

Bluff City vs. St. Louis – What great drama!  The “old” AL King vs. the new one!  Twice Bluff City holds St. Louis to 2 runs, 
but James Shields and Cliff Lee are one better as the keep the Dawgs at bay with just 1 run.  St. Louis reigns with a 4-1 
World Series win! 

Eddie's Pick - St. Louis Bandits 

 

 


